Planner’s Comments

Well, what’s to say.

As usual we tried a few innovations this year .

Firstly, we moved away from West Woods and tried Somerford. Whilst clearly not as runnable as West Woods, I hope you enjoyed the change. Somerford is now much less “green” than it was (yes, honestly) but is still a tough forest and in retrospect may be not appropriate for relays in July.

However it did offer some interesting challenges, I felt.

I tried to do something different with the B course to add variety – I hope you enjoyed it – I think it was an interesting change –I’d be happy to get your comments.

I did wonder whether we should have a much simpler course too. Any comments?

This year – as you all discovered eventually – we also sent everyone out in the same order (CAB).

This goes against the norm for relays but I felt that a) it would add a little more excitement and b) we would also know who was really winning at any time. I think we achieved both of those but again, I’d like to hear your comments. We didn’t tell you that we’d done that but I suspect we could have done so.

Although there were only a few teams I think we did have a good race, with the second place in particular being very closely contested (and Ifor missed the last control and nearly gave it away).

So thank you all for coming and I hope you enjoyed it. And thanks for not complaining too much about the greenness of the forest. 
Please e-mail any comments to me on john.orton@tiscali.co.uk
John Orton

Planner

Organiser’s report
First, a big ‘thank you’ to all those who came along on Sunday to Somerford Common to compete or to help.

As a relative newcomer to orienteering I have not acted as the organiser for many events, though I have assisted at quite a few events this year. Consequently I have to think quite carefully about how to do things and feel a great sense of relief if all goes well!

I will always welcome constructive feedback about how to make events better.

Who was there

The first team to book in were the Sreeves family- John and his two teenagers, Oliver and Elizabeth, along with Lena, a German exchange student. The terrain combined with the vegetation proved to be a bit too ambitious for the youngsters so the team did not finish the full event, though John ran all three courses. With the benefit of hindsight I wish I had suggested to the youngsters that the colour coded courses would have provided a better experience for them.
All the other teams were made up of experienced orienteers with the family teams, the Tauntons from NGOC and the Powells from SWOC/BOK demonstrating skill and fitness across the generations.

Other clubs represented included TVOC, SARUM and NWO. Full details are on the results spreadsheet.
Colour coded courses

Those who did not want to take part in the relays took on the (non-competitive) colour coded courses:

David Lee

Chris James

Gill James

Sam Taunton

Stephen Ellison

James Ellison

Naomi Ellison

Rosie Nicholas

Phil Murray
Problems that occurred

I am only aware of one. It was windier than I appreciated and some of the road signs moved in the breeze. Apologies to those of you who were misled by them as a result.

If you feel that there were others please let me know.

All the best,

Lewis Watson (NWO)

